




The Region



Five Focus Areas

Circularity Traffic & 
Transport

Climate Care & 
Social

Digitalization of 
Municipality 

Services



Terminology
tɜː.mɪˈnɒl.ə.dʒi //

special words or expressions used in relation

to a particular subject or activity



a team smaller than 50 people who are working on

an innovation that is validated or in course of

validation. The start-up might have or might not

have customers and private funding, depending on

the stage of validation.

Scale-up

Start-up

a team larger than 50 people with a scalable

product or service which has been validated in its

first few years. The scaleup has both revenue from

customers and private equity investment(s).





Methodology
meθ.əˈdɒl.ə.dʒi //

a system of ways of doing, teaching, or

studying something



Raw Data Input

Crunchbase (MRDH excl. Rotterdam)               

Crunchbase (Rotterdam)                                   

Dealroom                                                         

YES!Delft

666

795

1381

131

Total Start-ups & Scale-ups 2943

Process

1. Raw dataset export from large public 

databases 

2. Removing companies outside MRDH 

from raw dataset

3. Raw data alignment, crosscheck with 

other databases of ecosystems in the 

MRDH area

4. Removing inactive companies from raw 

dataset based on website activity

5. Removing non-scalable companies from 

raw dataset

Total Scalable Start-ups & Scale-

ups 
1035



Innovation Hubs

Delft

• YES!Delft

• RoboValley

• Buccaneer

Rotterdam

• ECE

• We Are Builders

• 42 workspace

• CIC

• We Tech Rotterdam

• BlueCity Mobility Lab

Process
6. Identifying hubs in MRDH region

7. Adding missing start-ups from identified 

hubs

8. Assigning MRDH focus areas to dataset

9. Analysis of number of employees for 

each start-up and scale-up in dataset

10.Assessing growth stage 

11.Filling out missing addresses (KVK data)

12.Analysis of addresses - second 

crosscheck of the relevancy of the area

13.Analysis of activity and technology 

trends

The Hague

• YES!Delft The Hague

• HSD                                                      

• World Startup

• The Hague Tech

• Apollo 14

• Humanity Hub  

Zoetermeer

• Dutch Innovation

Factory

• CrosSpring

Validation Early Stage Later Stage Scale-up

1-2 2-10 11-50 51+

Number of Employees & Growth Stage



Results
rɪˈzʌlt //

something that happens or exists because of

something else



Raw Data

Crunchbase (MRDH excl. Rotterdam)               

Crunchbase (Rotterdam)                                   

Dealroom                                                         

YES!Delft

666

795

1381

131

Total Start-ups & Scale-ups 2943

Database

Total Scalable Start-ups & Scale-

ups 
1035

1112 Start-ups & 
Scale-ups

7% not included in 
public databases



Rotterdam 531 Pijnacker-Nootdorp 3

Delft 230 Vlaardingen 3

Den Haag 192 Wassenaar 3

Zoetermeer 44 Krimpen a/d IJssel 1

Capelle a/d IJssel 25 Midden-Delfland 1

Rijswijk 25 Brielle 0

Barendrecht 12 Hellevoetsluis 0

Ridderkerk 12 Lansingerland 0

Schiedam 12 Nissewaard 0

Westland 7 Westvoorne 0

Maassluis 6 Albrandswaard 0

Leidschendam-Voorburg 5

Database // 1112 Start-ups & Scale-ups



MRDH Region



Companies per 10.000
Inhabitants

Other Regions

Amsterdam 38.8

Utrecht 16.4

Eindhoven 11.2

Haarlem 11.2

Arnhem 8.1

Tilburg 5.0



Circularity
Municipality

Rotterdam 21

Delft 6

Den Haag 4

Maassluis 1

Westland 1

Total 33



Materials, Upcycling

Circular Living Environment     
// 15 Companies

Recycling // 18 Companies

Food, Construction/Real Estate, Education, 

Energy

1

2

Circularity Trends



Traffic & Transport
Municipality

Rotterdam 48

Delft 28

Den Haag 6

Barendrecht 3

Zoetermeer 3

Capelle a/d IJssel 2

Vlaardingen 1

Total 91



Mobility, Electric Vehicles

Personal Mobility // 23 Companies

Software // 47 Companies

Artificial Intelligence, Data Analytics, SaaS, 

Mobile Apps, Online Platforms

2

1

Traffic & Transport Trends

Hardware // 21 Companies

Robotics, Construction/Real Estate, 

Electronics, Sensors, Maritime Solutions

3



Climate
Municipality

Delft 47

Rotterdam 45

Den Haag 16

Westland 4

Schiedam 4

Rijswijk 2

Capelle a/d IJssel 1

Zoetermeer 1

Pijnacker-
Nootdorp

1

Ridderkerk 1

Total 122



Solar power, Wind Turbines, Alternative 

Energy Sources, Water

Sustanable Living Environment 
// 41 Companies

Sustainable Energy // 62 Companies

Food, Pollution Prevention, Recycling, 

Materials

Software // 10 Companies

Artificial Intelligence, Data Analytics, SaaS

1

2

3

Climate Trends

Hardware // 9 Companies

Robotics, Construction/ 

Real Estate, Electronics

4



Care & Social
Municipality

Rotterdam 64

Delft 31

Den Haag 26

Rijswijk 5

Zoetermeer 1

Capelle a/d IJssel 1

Schiedam 1

Leidschendam 1

Total 130



Medtech, Robotics, Medical Devices, 

Wearables

Software // 44 Companies

Hardware // 46 Companies

SaaS, Online Platforms, Mobile Apps, E-

Commerce, Data Analytics, Internet of Things

Services // 29 Companies

Social Services, IT Services

1

2

3

Care & Social Trends

Biotech // 11 Companies

Biotech, Materials

4



Digitalization of 
Municipality 
Services

Municipality

Rotterdam 30

Den Haag 23

Delft 13

Zoetermeer 2

Capelle a/d IJssel 1

Schiedam 1

Total 70



Digitalization of Education

Services // 16 Companies

Education // 20 Companies

IT Services, Social Services, Events, 

Construction/Real Estate

Software // 34 Companies

Online Platforms, Mobile Apps, Artificial 

Intelligence, Data Analytics, SaaS, Virtual 

Reality, Internet of Things, Blockchain

2

3

1

DoMS Trends    DoMS = Digitalization of Municipality Services



Other



Robotics, Electronics, Sensors

Software

Hardware

E-Commerce, SaaS, Data Analytics, Artificial 

Intelligence, Internet of Things, Mobile Apps, 

Blockchain, Online Platforms

Others
Fintech, Construction/Real Estate, IT Services, 

Advertising, Travel, Gaming

1

2

3

Other Trends



Rotterdam // 531 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Delft // 230 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Den Haag // 192 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Zoetermeer // 44 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Capelle a/d IJssel // 25 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Rijswijk // 25 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Barendrecht // 12 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Ridderkerk // 12 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Schiedam // 12 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Westland // 7 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Maassluis // 6 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Leidschendam-Voorburg // 5 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Pijnacker-Nootdorp // 3 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Vlaardingen // 3 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Wassenaar // 3 Start-ups & Scale-ups



Krimpen a/d IJssel // 1 Start-up or Scale-up



Midden-Delfland // 1 Start-up or Scale-up



Summary
ˈsʌm.ər.i //

a short, clear description that gives the main

facts or ideas about something



Database Five Focus Areas

1112 Start-ups & 
Scale-ups

7% not included in 
public databases

Validation Early Stage Later Stage Scale-up

45 670 323 74

Growth Stages

Circularity
33 Start-ups & Scale-ups

Traffic & Transport
91 Start-ups & Scale-ups

Climate
122 Start-ups & Scale-ups

Care & Social
130 Start-ups & Scale-ups

Digitalization of Municipality Services
70 Start-ups & Scale-ups



N° of Start-ups & 

Scale-ups   

N° of Companies 

per 10.000 

inhabitants1 Rotterdam 531

2 Delft 230

3 Den Haag 192

4 Zoetermeer 44

5 Capelle a/d IJssel 25

6 Rijswijk 25

7 Barendrecht 12

8 Ridderkerk 12

9 Schiedam 12

10 Westland 7

1 Delft 22.52

2 Rotterdam 9.05

3 Rijswijk 4.56

4 Capelle a/d IJssel 3.72

5 Den Haag 3.52

6 Zoetermeer 3.51

7 Ridderkerk 2.58

8 Barendrecht 2.47

9 Maassluis 1.80

10 Schiedam 1.52




